YOUNG MEN’S INITIATION


The initiation or rites of passage have been used through the ages by indigenous peoples around the planet who, living close to the earth, did not retain anything that did not work- they only passed down tools of practical value to the future generations. Considerable knowledge and skill were required to live the traditional life of indigenous peoples where survival was a key factor in the learning process. Traditional training provided, in a sense, the ultimate in holistic education. Young people were challenged and led to learn with their whole being: physically, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually. In the process of acquiring practical skills and knowledge through training, mentoring and oral instruction, something even more important transpired: they learned how to be human beings. This kind of learning is greatly needed for young people from all cultural backgrounds. Initiation and rites of passage are as important today as they have ever been.  Modern society has provided adolescents with no rituals by which they become members of the tribe or of the community.  Tribal Edge Young men’s initiation is not only begins a journey into manhood, but into hu-manhood and thus plays a crucial role in helping to ensure the survival of individuals and their community as a whole.

Rites of passage are rituals that mark the passage of a person through the life cycle, from one stage to another over time, from one role or social position to another. Rites of passage integrate the human and cultural experiences with biological destiny, birth, reproduction and death. These ceremonies make the basic distinctions, observed in all groups, between young and old, male and female, living and dead.  Social scientists agree that throughout history less complicated societies have provided a sort of blueprint for children to reach adult status and contribute to their community. The basic foundation for adolescent development or initiation into adulthood consisted of a test and a challenge. It was the completion of this test and challenge that marked the passage from childhood status to adult status. Many professionals believe that the loss of this kind of ritual has contributed to the societal ills we face today.  

Some deep intuition tells the adolescent, “You must be tested, you must be challenged, and some part of you must die before you can move on.” The impulse to test and to prove one’s self is right and healthy, but without guidance and support it can too easily get beyond healthy limits. The need youth have for some kind of initiation is so strong that it will happen with or without a healthy blueprint. Trouble occurs when youth turn to their peers for initiation through adolescence, with disastrous results. Tests and challenges that unguided youth come up with in private, such as drug and alcohol abuse, violence, sexual acting out, and other risk taking behaviors are well publicized in the news media.  This is not to say that rites of passage are completely absent from the cultural mainstream in this time when the youth are restless or violent, there are few real elders, and many grown-ups are bewildered. For example, graduating from high school, getting a driver’s license, the first date, voting for the first time, or even the ‘first drink’ can be a form of rites of passage. Yet, such experiences may or may not meet the transformational needs of society’s members considering the developmental needs of young people.

Tribal Edge Young Men’s Initiation is a “coming of age” or rite of passage program for males ages 12- 15 who are ready to experience a personal challenge and an initiation into healthy, responsible adolescence. It is an opportunity for our youth to experience something that has worked for thousands of years. By providing a healthy blueprint for young people they can realize that they are not alone, that they can find their place of status within their community and that they too, one day will be called upon to serve the youth, as wise elders and leaders.

YOUNG MEN’S INITIATION

DESCRIPTION

This is a rites of passage program which will take place over the span of eight days, with a group of 4-8 young men from ages 12-15. It will be held at the Tribal Edge wilderness training center and the surrounding area. Through the process of personal duties, core routines, physical and values training, personal test/ challenges and ceremony the participant will pass through the stages of Separation, Transformation, and Integration. This program requires active participation of the parents/ guardian at the beginning and end.

SEPARATION: 

· Removing the known and familiar
· Preparation - Skills/ Values training:  Perceiver, Provider, Preserver, Protector
· Inner preparation - talking circles, journaling, stories
· Establishing goal or challenge - clarification of purpose
· Severance - letting go of the old self

TRANSFORMATION:

· Experiencing - working through the challenge
· Threshold - sacred time and sacred space

INTEGRATION:

· Return - welcoming
· Re-integration - Processing
· Recognition - honoring and  celebration
· Implementation - family and community support


Facilitators: 	  Ben Sanford and staff

2009 Dates: 	  July 12-19

Cost:   $550 – food included. Financial difficulty- please talk to Ben.


OATH OF THE KAMANA

I will honor the earth mother by living in harmony with nature. In my search for the rite of passage, 
I will walk with an honorable purpose and in a sacred manner through the wilderness. 
I will not stray from the trail of the warrior, the trail to true adulthood.
I take this oath before my Creator, the Great Spirit.

INGWE- THE LEOPARD (1914 -2005)
GRANDFATHER OF WILDERNESS AWARENESS SCHOOL
YOUNG MEN’S INITIATION LOGISTICS

WHO?

   Everyone should have the opportunity to go through the initiation process. However, only the participant can make the choice to pass into adulthood. Rites of passage at their root are confirmatory rites, Initiates must be tested in order to demonstrate to themselves (and hopefully, to their communities) that they are able, willing, and entitled to move forward. We can facilitate a maximum of 8 participants while a minimum of 4 are needed to run this program. You do not need previous experience of any kind to participate in Young Men’s Initiation. You will be contacted for an interview with Ben after you apply so we can meet in person and address any further questions.

WHEN?

  The program begins Sunday at 4:00. Camp set up and registration is at 4:00, followed by a parent meeting at 5:00 and dinner at 6:00. The family is requested to stay through dinner and depart after the separation ceremony around 8:00 pm. The family is requested to return at noon the following Sunday to honor and celebrate with a potluck lunch. The closing ceremony should end by 3:00 pm. 

FOOD-     

   Food is provided and will be a healthy natural menu. We will be preparing for a fast during the 24 hour solo. If you have any dietary restrictions, allergies or special needs let me know. If you are on any medication, you will be expected to continue using it during the initiation. There will be a potluck lunch on the final Sunday so feel free to bring favorite dishes.

FACILITIES-  

   The initiation will take place at the Tribal Edge and the surrounding area. Participants will be tent camping most of the time. There is an outhouse for bathroom needs and bathing will be provided by the creek. There is running water, but no electricity.

COST-

   The cost is $550 for the week including food. Please register with your food deposit of $150 at least two weeks prior to your start date or with your interview. If you have financial difficulties please speak with Ben. If you have abundance, thank you for your support! 
  
FAMILY ROLE-    
  The transition is not truly complete until the participant returns to their community. At the same time, the community has a responsibility to the initiate: to provide a place to which to return. The challenge lies in sustaining the transition that has been made. It is important that they are thoroughly celebrated. The initiate may wish to invite other members of their community or ‘tribe’ to the final lunch and celebration on the closing Sunday.  Please come prepared to see them through new eyes and receive the gift of their story.  It can be difficult to let others change when we have grown comfortable with how we want them to be. But the way must be found to let the initiates out of their old roles and allow the changes to grow strong in the presence of love and acceptance. We need to listen to their stories, honor their commitment to growth and support these people who have made sacrifices in their lives so that all may benefit around them. THE FAMILY HAS AN ACTIVE ROLE IN THE INITIATION PROCESS AND MUST BE PRESENT AT THE BEGINNING AND END OF THE PROGRAM.
